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Ing with Maval, Saswad, Junnar, and Khed Talukas of the present
day, and guarded by eighteen great hill-forts; (2) the Prants of Wai,
Satara, and Karad—corresponding with the Western portions of
the present Satara district, guarded by fifteen forts; (3) Prant
Panhala—corresponding with the western parts of Kolhapurt with
thirteen hill-forts; (4) Prant South Konkan—corresponding with
Ratnagiri, with fifty-eight hill-forts and sea fortresses; <5) Prant
Thana—corresponding with North Konkan District, and twelve
forts; (6-7) Prants Trimbak and Baglan—corresponding with the
western parts of Nasik, with sixty-two hill-forts. The territories
occupied by the military garrisons were, (8) Prant Wanagad—cor-
responding with the southern parts of Dharwar district, with
twenty-two forts; (99 10, 11) Prants Bednore, Kolhar, and Shrirang-
patan—corresponding with the modern Mysore, with eighteen
forts; (12) Prant Karnatik, being the ceded districts in the Madras
Presidency south of the Krishna, with eighteen forts; (13) Prant
Vellore—modern Arcot districts, with twenty-five forts; and (14)
Prant Tanjore, with six forts. The whole of the Sahyadri range
was studded with forts* and the territories to the west as far as
the sea, and to the east of these forts, varied in breadth from fifty
to one hundred miles at the most.
The chroniclers make mention of some two hundred and
eighty forts in Shiva ji's occupation. In one sense it might be said
that the hill-forts, with the territory commanded by it, was the
unit of Shivaji's civil government. He spared no money in build-
ing new> and repairing old forts, and his arrangements about the
garrisoning and provisioning of these forts were of the most elabo-
rate kind. The military exploits which made these forts so famous,
as points of resistance against attack, or centres of aggression,
formed the chief interest of these early Maratha wars. The Empire
was knit together by the chain of these hill-forts, and they were
its saviours in days of adversity. In the Satara district, Satara it-
self stood a siege for many months against Aurangzeb's whole
power, and though it was stormed at last, it was the first fort which
was taken back from the Moghuls under Rajaram's leadership by
the ancestors of the present chief of Aundh. Torana and Raigad
are associated with the first conquests of Shivaji, Shivaneri was
his birthplace, Purandar was made memorable by Baji Prabhu's
defence, and Rohida and Sinhagad will always be associated with
the memory of the brave Tanaji Malusare; Panhala stood the
famous siege by Siddi Johar, while Rangana was famous for
another defence by Baji Prabhu of the defile which led to it at the
sacrifice of his life. The Malwan fort and Kolafoa were the places
where the Maratha navy was fitted out for its expeditions by sea.

